
October 6, 2022

Ms. Camille Touton
Commissioner, Bureau of Reclamation
United States Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Commissioner Touton,

As you develop plans for the drought relief resources that Congress recently provided in 
the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) and the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA), 
we write to strongly urge the Bureau of Reclamation to provide critical funding to areas 
in Oregon that have been devastated by the historic, multi-year, extreme drought 
conditions.

As you saw first-hand this summer while visiting the Klamath Basin, the drought has 
been devastating to Oregon communities. As our reservoirs run dry, 23 Oregon counties 
have USDA disaster designations and hundreds of thousands of Oregonians have been 
directly harmed by drought. Communities and irrigation districts are continuing to invest 
in water conservation improvements, however, funding is becoming harder to come by 
with the persistent drought conditions. The number of projects that need to be completed 
to address this drought emergency has far outpaced local funding sources.

The IIJA and IRA are an historic opportunity to make much needed investments in 
improved Western water infrastructure, particularly in the Klamath Basin which is home 
to the oldest Reclamation Project. Furthermore, Congress provided Reclamation with 
new authority and funding to implement the Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration program 
aimed at improving the ecological health of watersheds. This program encourages 
Reclamation to support solutions to water scarcity that also restore river function and 
health and is ideally suited to address the drought-induced harm occurring across Oregon.

Your agency is now primed with new funding and beneficial tools that can help 
Oregonians struggling against drought by supporting repairs to aging infrastructure, 
conservation efficiencies and new piping. These infrastructure upgrades would improve 
irrigation, water quality, wildlife refuges, and salmon and steelhead fisheries across the 
state. 



Thank you for your consideration of this important priority for Oregon. We greatly 
appreciate the dedicated on-the-ground efforts of your agency to respond to this climate 
crisis. We look forward to continuing to work with you to find a path forward that 
addresses these critical needs and supports Oregonians through this devastating drought 
to a more sustainable future. 

Sincerely,

Ron Wyden
United States Senator

Jeffrey A. Merkley
United States Senator
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