
November 12, 2025

The Honorable Kristi Noem
Secretary of Homeland Security
U.S. Department of Homeland Security
3801 Nebraska Avenue NW
Washington, D.C. 20528

Dear Secretary Noem, 

We write to you regarding the concerning reports that the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) has 
relocated an essential Coast Guard helicopter away from Newport, Oregon, and is planning to build an 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) detention facility in this small town on the Oregon Coast.  

We urge you to immediately provide the Oregon congressional delegation and state and local officials with a 
clear explanation of DHS’s actions and intentions in Newport.  Reassigning Coast Guard assets or establishing 
ICE facilities in Newport would be deeply misguided and should not move forward without full transparency 
and consultation with local officials.

The City of Newport serves as a proud Coast Guard city—just the fifth city in the United States to receive this 
recognition—for its role in housing and serving our Coast Guard members and their families.  The Coast Guard 
serves as a critical lifeline for Oregon’s fishing industry, coastal visitors, and residents of Newport, and we are 
grateful for our Coast Guard members working each day to ensure maritime safety and security.  In addition to 
nearby station boat crews, the Coast Guard’s MH-65 Dolphin helicopter aircrew stationed in Newport has been 
a proven lifesaver in search and rescue operations for years. 

Oregonians at the local, state, and federal level have fought long and hard to preserve this crucial part of our 
coastal safety net, which is why we are so deeply concerned to hear reports that DHS has relocated this 
helicopter without any notice to our communities.  This move endangers all those at sea, and will certainly 
undermine search and rescue operations, particularly ahead of crabbing season. 

There are also persistent reports and rumors that DHS is working to move Coast Guard assets away from 
Newport in order to make room for immigration enforcement operations.  It appears that ICE is looking to 
install a detention facility or outpost in Newport, as part of the Trump administration’s broader effort to ramp 
up immigration enforcement.  ICE has already rounded up law-abiding members of our communities who 
present no threat to public safety, which has created fear among Oregon families.  Newport residents and small 
business owners remain extremely concerned about the social and economic consequences that will result from 
ICE enhancing its presence in the town and the surrounding areas. 

Given the serious impacts to our communities, we request a written response by November 14, 2025, addressing
the following:

 Did DHS direct, approve, or initiate the reassignment of any Coast Guard assets or personnel from 
Newport?

 Has DHS or ICE proposed, authorized, or taken any steps toward establishing an ICE detention facility 
or expanding immigration enforcement activities in Newport?

 Why did DHS not consult with Oregon state and local officials before making or considering these 
reported changes, and when will such consultation occur?



We also request a briefing as soon as possible to discuss these issues in greater detail and ensure our offices 
have accurate information to share with local officials and constituents.

We appreciate your prompt attention to this matter and look forward to your response.

Sincerely,

Ron Wyden
United States Senator

Jeffrey A. Merkley
United States Senator

Suzanne Bonamici
Member of Congress

Val Hoyle
Member of Congress

CC: Todd M. Lyons, Acting Director, U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
Admiral Kevin E. Lunday, Acting Commandant, U.S. Coast Guard 
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